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The Trinity Times

Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church

STUDY GROUPS for Lent—The Passion and
Death of Jesus will be led by Pastor Margaret
at the church. The study is being offered
on Sunday nights beginning on March
6th and Tuesday evenings beginning on
March 8th. For a group to make, at least 6
people need to register for that particular
night.

Dwight and Mary Hale will be leading
Radical Renovation at their house during
Lent. If you are interested in one of the stud-
ies, please, call the church office.

Time to Get Growing
Trinity UMC is working with the San Anto-

nio Food Bank to create a network of home
gardens to supply fresh fruits and vegetables to
the poor and hungry in South Texas. Trinity will be an ongo-
ing collection point, a ”Crop Drop”, where people can do-
nate their produce. As a part of that effort, Trinity is hosting
three free lessons on organic gardening here at the
church on March 12, 19, and 26 , starting at 9AM. The
classes will be taught by Mr. Pedro Schambon, a gifted
speaker who runs a 20-acre organic farm in Seguin. Any-
one interested in starting their own garden or helping out in
the Victory Garden may benefit from this. We could also
really use the support of some friendly people to help wel-
come our guests on those mornings.

We will be working on the Victory Garden every Sat-
urday morning, so come out and give us a hand.

Vegetable Gardening
Trinity Methodist Church

6800 Wurzbach
Saturdays at 9 a.m.

March 12, 19, and 26

Visit safoodbank.org
for details

Square Foot Gardening
SA Food Bank

5200 Old Hwy 90 W
4th Friday of each month

2 p.m.

FREE LESSONS!

CROP
WALK

John Reed is
signing up
walkers for the
Crop Walk, to
be held
March 5 and
March 6 this
year. Please
see him in the
Narthex after
services.



We are about to enter the Lenten Season. This is a time of self-reflection, prayer, and study.
The Hales are leading a study, Radical Renovation, in their home. If you would like information
about that study, please, call Mary at 523-7206. I will be leading a study, The Passion and Death of
Jesus, on Sunday evenings at 6:00. Two people have signed up for that study on Tuesday night. For
that group to make, we need 4 more people to sign up. If you are interested in either the Sunday
evening group or the Tuesday evening group, please, call the church office.

On Tuesday, March 8th, we will celebrate Fat Tuesday with a pancake and sausage supper
from 5:30 til 7:00 p.m. As many of you know, it is free and the pancakes are delicious.

Ash Wednesday is March 9th and marks the beginning of Lent. There will be 2 services that
day. One will be at noon; the other at 7:00 PM. The two services will not be exactly the same. For
those who want to participate, the imposition of ashes will occur at both services.

There will be a service at noon each Wednesday during Lent. The service will be quiet and a
time for guided self-reflection.

One of the things I have learned over the years is that church life is always busy. However,
the busiest two times are the Lent/Easter season and the Advent/Christmas season. There are
always more things to do at the church, and more things to do outside of the church during these
times. But in both of these seasons, we need to carve out a time for meditation and self-reflection.
It is very easy to get caught up in all the “doing” that we find ourselves exhausted. It is also possible
to find ourselves feeling spiritually empty and at a distance from God at the very time that we
should find ourselves growing closer to God.

At Advent/Christmas we look forward eagerly to the celebration of the birth of our Savior.
During Lent/Easter we walk the road to Calvary and then we celebrate the greatest gift of all—the
Resurrection. It is not only the resurrection of Christ that we celebrate, but also the assurance we
have of resurrection.

I pray that each of you take some extra time over the next few weeks to prayerfully reflect on
the last months and the last weeks of Jesus’ earthly life and consider what a sacrifice he made for
us. Then CELEBRATE the Resurrection. I look forward to sharing this time with all of you.

Yours in Christ,
Margaret

‘Margaret’s Musings’

Rev. Margaret Decker, Pastor
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Message # 1. Trinity UMC Children and Parents –
“Let’s Go Fly a Kite”.

Reserve the date for Sunday, March 6th after the 11 o’clock
Sunday service. We will meet in the gym for a hot dog
lunch and will fly kites afterwards. You may bring your own
kite or we will have some for flying, too. Bring a friend and
win a special prize from the treasure box. Let’s have fun
and praise God together!

Message # 2. Please Remember to Save Those Inkjet Cartridges
for Children’s Ministry

Children’s Ministry is still asking for inkjet cartridges to recycle. There is a recycle
box available in the Null Building just outside of the Trinity Office for your conven-
ience. The money earned will be given directly to Children’s Ministry to use for
our children here at Trinity United Methodist Church. Thank You!

Message # 3. Glenoaks Elementary Has Asked for Our Help

Glenoaks Elementary has just received a group of new refugee students (a new bunch arrives about every
6-8 weeks). There is a great need for socks and underwear, both for the boys and girls. All sizes are
needed – small, medium, and large. Many thanks to the Lydia Circle for collecting money, buying them
and taking socks/underwear over to Glenoaks Elementary School. Ladies we thank you for your love and
generosity toward others. God bless your efforts!

Becky Thaxton
Director
TUMC

Children Ministries

Our food pantry is running low. You may
bring your donations to the church office.
Thank you for your generous giving.

At 2 a.m. on March 13, 2011, Americans will
turn their clocks forward one hour, marking
the beginning of Daylight Saving Time (DST).

Don’t forget to turn your clocks
one hour forward before you go

to bed Saturday, March 12

… and be faithful to the Gospel.
Ash Wednesday is March 9th and marks the beginning of Lent.

There will be 2 services that day. One will be at noon; the other at
7:00 PM. The two services will not be exactly the same. For those who
want to participate, the imposition of ashes will occur at both
services.

There will be a service at noon each Wednesday during Lent.
The service will be quiet and a time for guided self-reflection.
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What is your hope and vision for the future?

Not really sure what I would say, I said yes to David on the phone when he
asked to speak about my hope and vision for the future of Trinity.

I spoke to all my respective peers on the subject. I considered what had
already been said on the previous topics and thought about what I would the

future to look like.

Lou Armstrong spoke about seeing further than our eyes could see. Being somewhat of a Star
Trek fan, to quote Gene Roddenberry, the series creator “To boldly go where no one has gone
before”, I thought yeah that is our mission to be bold in our lives, at church, at work, with our
friends, to share the message that was given to us by our King.

My hope is that Trinity never loses the practice of love. When Jesus returned to his disciples he
said when I am gone love each other. When we get so wrapped up in loving ourselves, our
family and friends that we lose sight of who first loved us and that we are supposed to reflect that love to the world
the way Jesus did. It’s true, it is harder for us to be Christ like and practice the kind of love Jesus displayed because
he was so nomadic. He would come into town most times surrounded by hundreds if not thousands of people
speaking about the miracles he performed. Heck in some cases it would happen right before their eyes. He would
preach to them in parables confuse and shock them and leave. You have to admit it’s a lot harder to ever get
mad at someone when they leave a couple of days later after you heard incredible things about them and from
them.

Maybe that’s why some of us lose the hope of love. When you’re a child there is love everywhere. Jesus spoke of
children and the innocence they possess. My daughter Emma freely gives out hugs to anyone who would have
them. But as we get older we become cynical and hardened by our experiences. We experience love that is not
returned and we find out how much that hurts. I know there are people in this room that feel small, if not tremen-
dous amounts of pain on a regular basis. The hope of love is what we all really want. We know there are people
who will always love us, our parents, our grandparents, and friends. But what about the people we encounter at
work? What about the new people I meet at my church? What about the people I meet at the Habitat project this
weekend? What about the other kids at my school? Will they think I’m a mean boss? Will they like me? Will they
think I dress funny? Will they think I’m a dork?
I know what would make me feel better about myself. I will just make fun of other people before they can hurt me
with their judgment. I will not make friends at work. I will keep it strictly business, and not get involved with anybody
on a personal level. It’s not their business anyway I only have to look for me and no one else needs to help me.
Church should be a hospital where we triage patients and send them back into the world healed and full of the
hope of love. When we spend time at church we should surround everyone with love and fill them with the hope of
love. This is my hope for your church, this is the hope for my church, and this is the hope for our church.

One of the definitions for vision given by dictionary.com is a vivid, imaginative conception or anticipation. Imagina-
tive conception, what a great combination? It makes think about the missions of our church. What if I read an arti-
cle twenty years from now, what would that article say about us and about this church? I think it would read like
this:

Today Trinity United Methodist Church dedicated a brand new wing to the computer lab that was built almost ten
years ago. The orphanage in Muziti has changed dramatically in the last 15 years. The whole story started with a
well because of the basic need for water. Since then the village has been assisted in the installation of electricity,
the building of a larger parsonage, the design and setting up of a computer lab to bring the internet to the next
generation of Muziti. Concert fundraisers held at Trinity were a large contributor to raising donations and drawing in
large numbers of volunteers and new church members. Trinity which started as what could have been categorized
as a small church has seen tremendous growth in recent years with over 600 worshipers attending traditional and
contemporary services, 200 youth and small children attending Sunday school. Habitat for Humanity has seen
countless homes built by volunteers; their Crop Walk program has raised over 1 million dollars alone in the last 12
years of participation. Crop Walk benefits the Church World Services and is responsible for the relief efforts in numer-
ous countries and natural disasters. With the implementation of an account that provides support to missions and
provides grants to local students who attend Trinity, the Permanent Endowment Fund has provided scholarships for
over 300 college students. Trinity continues to show that with enough will and determination no task is too large or
too difficult to accomplish if you work as a team and put the needs of their community first. This church has
achieved huge victories in a small amount of time with limited resources and a truckload of love and hope.

This is a place of real help and real love.

Jared May
Director
TUMC

Youth Ministry
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Lenten Study: Radical Renovation

Have you ever seen the TV show: Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition? If you have, you know that crews completely demolish a
family’s home and rebuild it in a week’s time. This “radical renovation” is
precisely what God wants to do in us. Consider these questions as you
consider joining on Tuesday
evenings for seven weeks beginning March 8 up until Easter:

Isn’t there something in us that longs to know that God can save us,
but is not so keen on having a God who actually expects us to
become a part of his saving work in the world?

Aren’t there times in our lives when we’d like God to do a little repair work, but not a radical
renovation?

These questions and more will be discussed as we “set our minds” to what it means to be a
Christian in today’s world. I hope you will join us.

Questions: Call Mary Hale 523-7206
Place: 8614 Seaton Heights, 78254 (A map is available.)
Time: 7 p.m.
Dates: Tuesday, March 8 – April 19, 2011

UMW Sunday
April 10,2011

"Honoring the Faithful and Embracing the Future" is this year's
theme for UMW Sunday. Our guest speaker this year is our very own
Becky Thaxton. We invite you all to come and hear her speak. There
will be a time of fellowship in the courtyard between the two
services.

This year we are collecting educational toys for "The Arc". There will be a collection box in the
Narthex on Sunday, April 3rd and April 10th. Some suggestions for educational toys are: Legos (large
and small), Outside Toys (large balls, hula hoops, large Frisbees, Soft baseball and bat, baseball gloves),
Games (Hungry Hippo, Bop Its, Checkers, Sorry, Guess Who, Operation, Memory, Jenga, Candyland,
Outburst, Hand-held mirrors, Play-Dough, Pegs and Peg Boards, Coloring Books, Trucks, Cars, Trains,
Busses, Action Figures, Play Cell Phones, Barbies, variety of Puzzles (24-100 piece and wooden puzzles w/
sound), Building Blocks, Lincoln Logs, Etch-a-Sketch, Magna Doodle, Wooden String Beads, Play cash
register, Adult sized blunt scissors, Flash Cards, Ant Farm, Clay Arts & Crafts Items (foam craft sheets,
paint, brushes, markers, crayons, colored pencils, stickers), Sensory Items,

We hope to see you on April 10th.

Vicki Bader,
UMW President

Scholarships Available

The Permanent Endowment Fund Committee is now receiving
applications for scholarships from church members planning to
pursue higher education in the fall of 2011.

Applications may be obtained from the Church office
(684-0261).

Deadline for submission of applications is March 14, 2011.

Awards will be announced in the spring.



Intercessory Prayer

We at Trinity UMC take seriously our Ministry of
Prayer. Please use this as a guide of those for
whom prayer has been requested.

Trinity UMC Members and Constituents: Eugene and Tina Azbill* Jan Bates* David Brigman* Rev. Marga-
ret Decker* Kathleen Hall* Joe Medrano* Joan Wurst* Trinity UMC Staff* Trinity UMC Prayer Ministry
Team* Trinity UMC Ministries and Committees.

Other Personal Requests:
Dr. Jackie Claunch and family* Adrienne Daugherty* Olga Delossantos* Helen Gafford* Mary Gairo*
Efrain Gomez and family* Jerry Gram* Vivian Horejsi and Frank Horejsi* Benjamin James* Liz Longoria*
Valerie Pena* Tammie Petry* Joe W. Santoy* Shirley Stiles* Malcolm Thomas* Issac Vasquez* Mike
Weaver* Patsy Woodward* Zachariah* Our Military Personnel* NATO* Rev. Tony Brantley* Bishop Jim
Dorff *District Superintendent Rev. Carl Rohlfs*

(If we have missed your special day, please notify
Cynthia in the Church office.)

Our Presence in Worship

February 6 123
February 13 135
February 20 146
February 27 155

Thank you Lord!
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WHEN WE GIVE FROM THE HEART, WE RECEIVE
UNEXPECTED BLESSINGS—

ESPECIALLY THE JOY OF MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN SOMEONE’S LIFE.

Anniversaries

Birthdays4th Sunday Offerings in March
One Great Hour of Sharing

LIFE-CHANGING MINISTRY—
A RESPONSE TO GOD'S LOVE

Join United Methodists everywhere by participating in
this special offering that supports UMCOR’s vital work.
Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing lay the foun-
dation for UMCOR to seek justice and mercy for suffer-
ing people everywhere. You can be assured that
when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, im-
pelled by Jesus' love and compassion, will be in the
lead to ease the pain.

STEVE & KAREN BROWN 14-Mar
DAVID & STACIE BROWN 14-Mar
RON & SANDY EULER 17-Mar
CHARLES & TERRI TRAEGER 30-Mar

ALISA ROBERTS 2-Mar
DANIELLE VAN ZANDT 4-Mar
ROBERT SCHMIDT 6-Mar
JOSEPH KOROM 7-Mar
PAM SPRAGUE 9-Mar
LAUREN REEVES 10-Mar
JAMIE HERRING 12-Mar
CYNTHIA SETTLES 12-Mar
MARCIA FOSTER 13-Mar
DEBRA PUTZ 14-Mar
JACK TOOLE 14-Mar
KATIE STACKPOLE 18-Mar
TOM PHILLIPS 20-Mar
JANIE ARNOLD 20-Mar
JEANETTE BROWN 23-Mar
SHIRLEY FERGUSON 24-Mar
MARY HALE 24-Mar
HARRIET PHILLIPS 24-Mar
JARED MAY 28-Mar
WARDINE WILCOX 28-Mar



F. I. P. S. (Fun in Progress Seniors)
All senior adults are invited to join Fun in Progress Seniors

(F.I.P.S.) to their monthly Dinner Fellowship
on the 4th Tuesday of each month.

FIPS will meet on March 22 at 5:30 p.m
At Mencius Restaurant at 7959 Fredericksburg Road (in the

Medical Center area)
For more information:

Please contact Louise Lyle at 210-684-6329

Angel Food Minist r ies
Order forms are available in the narthex and in the church office.

March orders are due no later than March 13
Food will be available for pickup on March 26, 8:00-9:30 a.m. at

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church.

“Meals on Wheels”
If you are interested in delivering or coordinating, please contact

Christian Senior Services at 210-735-5115.
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Prayerfully consider joining your church’s prayer ministry. You may meet with
us or pray from home, as part of the prayer chain. We lift up our church and
all its joys and concerns and as Pastor Margaret said, “to talk to our best
friend” who is also our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Sandy Keyser, Mary Hale, Jean Bell, Loraine Whittaker.

‘if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.’ 2 Chronicles 7:14

When we joined the church,
we pledged to uphold it with

“our prayers”.

*Please pray for
our church

every day at noon*

Family game night
Mark !!! your

calendar!

March
12 and 26

-Saturday-
5-7 p.m.

Parlor

Come One, Come All & Come See
What’s Cooking

At Trinity United Methodist Church

FREE FAT TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER
Including sausage, butter, syrup, juice &

the works
Best of all YOU don’t even do the dishes!

TUESDAY - MARCH 8
5:30PM TO 7:00PM
TRINITY UMC GYM
6800 WURZBACH

For further details please call the
TUMC Office at 210-684-0261

Kite Day!
When: Sunday, March 6
Where: Trinity United Methodist

Church
Time: 12:15 p.m. (after the
11::00 a.m. service)

Everyone Welcome!
HOT DOG LUNCH INCLUDED!

Kites will be given to the children
or they can bring their own.

Please bring a friend to Sunday
School and get a buck to spend
in the Treasure Box.

For more information, please call
the church office at 684-0261 or
call Mary Hale at 523-7206 or
Becky Thaxton at 684-0261

“Fiesta de los
Ninos”

Saturday, April
2nd, from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00
p.m. in the gym and on the
big playground, we will have
our annual "Fiesta de los
Ninos" with our school and
church members. Church
groups/classes who wish to
participate, please contact
Connie Medrano, chair of
Family Life Committee, by
March 15th.

Yum!



Mwadiwa has formed a Muziti Water Project Advisor Commit-
tee to oversee the construction of the well water distribution
project. The committee members are Mr Makoni (Construction
background), Mr Mazire (Windmill water production manager),
Mr. Muziti, Mr Mugadza, Mrs Marawa (Head Primary School),
Mrs Mbizho (Head of High School) Mrs Nyamabveni (Technical),
Mr Kanhungune (Technical).

The water well project will help to stabilize the day to day life of
the children at the school because their teachers will be able to
live at the school instead of commuting daily 12 miles to the

nearest place that has running water and energy.

Pray for our mission team. We are accepting donations to assist

On Sunday June 5th, 2011
the Zimbabwe UMVIM team
and the villagers of Muziti in
Africa will dedicate the wa-
ter well distribution system
at Muziti UMC, Zimbabwe
Africa.

Rev Tedious Mwadiwa work
with Muziti UMC Advisory
Committee have now se-
lected the vendor to con-
struct the borehole at
Muziti. The project has 3
stages, the borehole drilling,
the construction of the wa-
ter reserviour and the distri-
bution of the water. Dona-
tions to complete the water
well project can be sent to
Tr in it y UMC marked
“Zimbabwe Mission—Water
Well”

The San Antonio UMVIM to Zim-
babwe, the United Methodist
Churchs in South West Texas
(SWTX) Conference raised funds
to construct the water well when
the late Bishop Muzorewa came
to San Antonio Nov 2009.
Churches in SWTX have
“partnered with Muziti UMC
church in Zimbabwe Africa to
construct a well water distribu-
tion system. The water well sys-
tem will include a water well with
electricity, a water reservoir and
water distribution system.

Muziti UMC centre consists of a
the church, the school attended
by 600 children in high school and
primary school., and teachers’
houses.

The children come to attend
school at Muziti from as far away
as 8 miles. They walk to school
every day. Pastor Tedious

MUZITI UMC, ZIMBABWE WATER WELL TO BE DEDICATED 5TH JUNE 2011

JUNE 2011 Z IMBABWE M ISSION
The Zimbabwe UMVIM team
from San Antonio, TX will
travel to Muziti, Zimbabwe,
Africa with a mission to
“create global partnerships
for development”, is con-
struction of the water well
distribution system, biblical
studies, English language and
Modern Communication and
give out readers. which is
one of the mellenium devel-
opment goals worldwide for
the United Methodist

church.

UMVIM in SA district and
Muziti UMC in Zimbabwe
Africa are partners to help
construct the well water
distribution system, distrib-
ute text books to the under-
privileged children at the
school, provide the people
with readers., learn to read
and write English, and con-
duct Modern Communica-
tions workshop.

Special Points of Interest:

 Zimbabwe Mission Team departs San Antonio on June 2011 and returns June 15th

 Water well at Muziti will be dedicated on Sunday 5th June 2011 in Zimbabwe

 San Antonio UMVIM to Zimbabwe has created a “global partnership” to develop the water well system
at Muziti UMC, Zimbabwe, Africa

UMVIM TO
ZIMBABWE
NEWSLETTER

NEWSLETTER MARCH 1, 2011

VOLUME I , I SSUE 1

The next meetings for the Zimbabwe
VIM Meetings will be at University
UMC on the following dates:
Thursday March 10th, 2010
Thursday April 7th, 2010
Thursday May 12th, 2010
Tuesday May 31th, 2010

The Zimbabwe-UMVIM team from san Antonio will include 4
churches Trinity UMC, University UMC, Laurel Heights UMC,
and a church in Alabama. The team will be represented by 8
people.

The UMVIM group from San Antonio will visit

Muziti UMC— where they will dedicate the water well distribu-
tion system. Chitakatira and Zimunya Skills Center in the
Mutare area. Africa University where there will be a gradua-
tion ceremony. Old Mutare UMC centre where there will be
a church service and celebrating The Life of Bishop A T Mu-
zorewa and Mrs. M. Muzorewa’s Life.

You are welcome to join us. For more information Contact :
Tendekai Muzorewa Tel: 210-320-0862 or e-mail: OneWorld-
Care@yahoo.com. Mary Holland Tel:210-492-8711 email: mary-
ho48@gmail.com







Trinity United Methodist Church
6800 Wurzbach Road
San Antonio. TX 78240-3830

Address Service Requested

Thank you for joining the Trinity United Methodist Church.

You are always welcome
here. Our Staff is here to help

you.
Our Ministers are every

member of the
Congregation.

… praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the
Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved.
Acts 2:47.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

(closed for lunch: Noon-
12:30 p.m.)

Church phone : 684-0261
Church fax: 684-5489

School phone : 684-5214
Church website:

www.trinityumcsa.org

Connie Medrano
Kitchen Coordinator
medrano4@att.net

Jason Brown
Youth Choir and

Chancel Choir Director
doispacote@yahoo.com

Stacie Brown
Handbell Director
eicats3719@att.net

Layne Kerley
Organist
ctylane@aol.com

Maria Medrano
Sunday school Song
Leader
maria1614@att.net

Rev. Margaret Decker
Pastor
revmargaret@trinityumcsa.org

Cynthia Galang
Administrative Assistant
ofcadmin@trinityumcsa.org

Debra Schneider
Director of TUMS
tums@tumcsa.org

Jared May
Director of Youth Ministries
jmay8@satx.rr.com

Becky Thaxton
Director of Children’s Ministries
bt@trinityumcsa.org

Jesus said, “Come follow Me and I will make you fishers of men”
Worship Services: Sundays 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School for all ages: Sundays 9:45 a.m.
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